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Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 

Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN

Tel: 020 8462 2600

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – JULY 2019
Hello everyone
Over recent weeks we have had an extraordinary variety of weather – ranging from bitterly cold to a record heatwave, and from extreme dry spells to torrential downpours.  But overall the weather has allowed lots of tennis to be played – which is nice to see.

Now that we use ClubSpark to send out our communications, we tend to issue more messages more often, so the need for a Newsletter seems somewhat reduced.  At least that’s what I tell myself each time I think about writing one!  But there are some things to tell you, some reminders etc and a general round-up is long overdue.  I’ll try to keep each item brief but please contact me if you want more detail on anything mentioned here. 

Investments in our infrastructure

The Committee is currently considering whether we can add proper floodlights to the MUGA.  What is there currently is a bit “Heath Robinson” and not fit for purpose.  We are investigating LED technology and separately considering an option to change the lights on the 4 carpet courts too. None of this comes cheaply, and we also want to be 100% certain that LED lights will give light that is at least as good in quality and coverage.  No decisions are likely to be taken until the autumn and nothing is going to be implemented for a while as planning permission will be needed for the MUGA option.

From early August you will see work being carried out to maintain and improve the old hut.  It is showing its age and we plan to:

1. Re-clad all the back section where the current cladding no longer keeps the hut watertight

2. Replace the roof and make sure it has real longevity without the need for annual forays up there by our ageing membership

3. Install new doors and take the opportunity to expand the internal space by enclosing part of the current veranda to provide additional internal storage.

We carried out lots of work over the ClubForce weekend in April, and one large job of coating the pavilion remains to be done now the weather is more reliable. A new net was installed on Court 1 last week.
Tennis events

Several of our planned tennis events received little or no support. I am not sure why that was the case.  But I have taken a message from this – received loud and clear – that members want fewer events and just be left to organise their own social play.  So 2020 will probably look quite different from the calendar proposed for 2019. 

The American Tournament Points Race has been well supported – so far 3 events have been played and a further 3 will be played before the winner is announced in November. The 4th leg of this event is scheduled for Saturday 7 September.
We are currently organising the junior team entries for the coming winter season in the Kent League.  The deadline is imminent.  So if you want your child to be considered and haven’t already told us, please let Charlotte Hares charlottehares@icloud.com know by email.  Matches are usually fairly local and take place between September and November.
There are also some age-related grade 5 and 6 LTA-approved tournaments at the club in the coming few weeks. Again we will send those details out separately.

Entries for the adult teams in the North Kent League will also soon be made.  This summer we have struggled to field teams despite the very large pool of players eligible and of a suitable standard. Matches are usually played at weekends during the winter season (October to January) so if you would like to be involved, please make it known to our captains Nick Kavanagh and Rob Kingdon, or email Charlotte Hares.

Likewise the draw for our annual Club Tournament will take place soon.  I am grateful to Jim Hallums for organising the event this year. If you want to enter any of the events, please let Jim know immediately by email to jimbolimbo65@gmail.com.  Club Finals day takes place on Saturday 21 September.

The Wimbledon “Whites” mixed doubles pairs competition is scheduled for Saturday 6 July and more entries for that are always welcome.  After that the next social tennis event is the August tournament and BBQ on Saturday 3rd August.

The school holidays are fast approaching and we will again be offering Summer Camps on weekdays starting from Monday 22 July. These are a great advert for the club and Jake always tries to accommodate any members who need a court.  But as usual courts are very busy until 11.30am with greater flexibility after that. You can book on this link https://bit.ly/2IiZnxB 
Any anyone considering adding children or tots to the coaching programme in September can request a trial before the summer holidays begin, and this helps ensure you get a place when the autumn term starts.
Club administration

I’d just like to remind everyone that Judy Evans is our Welfare Officer.  Judy looks after all issues concerning safeguarding in respect of children and vulnerable adults. She ensures our coaching team keeps up-to-date with their DBS checks and other essential training requirements that ensure we provide a safe and inclusive environment. Judy is the person to contact if you have any concerns about anything you see or hear at the club, or indeed any concern about the safety of any person. Judy’s details are posted in the hut and pavilion and you can email her confidentially at judyevansgb@yahoo.co.uk.

I’d also like to introduce Tim Skillicorn, who is our Colts & Junior representative.  So if there is anything you’d like to know, or tell us, or changes you’d like us to consider, please contact Tim by email to tskillicorn@hotmail.com.

It seems that in every Newsletter I make a call for additional volunteers. I make no apology for doing so again. We need more people to each step forward and take on a single task.  It really is true that many hands make light work.  A club like ours can either appoint a paid manager – with a consequent significant increase in the cost of membership subscriptions, or it can manage itself through the work of volunteers from within the membership.  We currently have a loyal, hard-working band of volunteers who do a terrific job.  But it is a fact that members’ expectations are ever-increasing and we are reaching the point where those who do the bulk of the work cannot do everything that members expect and demand.
I have stated that I wish to step down as Chairman after 9 years.  I’d be happy initially to do a “job share” with someone to help them understand all that’s involved.  So far those I thought might be interested have advised that they are not in a position to take on the role.  So I am asking everyone to consider whether they – or someone they know – might be interested in becoming our Chairman at the AGM on 12 November. I’m happy to explain all the various options to anyone who is willing to take on all or part of the role. 

As mentioned for several months now, we still need someone to learn the Fixtures Secretary role – as a deputy to Hazel. 

We also need a person to look after the Lincat water heater in the pavilion.  That needs a little attention every 3 months so perhaps a Colts’ parent who attends each week might consider taking that on.  Again I’ll explain what’s involved. 

And we can always benefit from additional people on the rota of those who ensure there is a good supply of quality tennis balls available for adult members. 

Visitors

We always welcome visitors to our club.  But now that the courts are much busier we have to balance that with the needs of those members who pay for the facilities we all enjoy. Members who pay for membership should not be displaced by those who do not.  So I would ask that any member who brings a visitor MUST firstly book their court ahead of time, and also enter the visitor’s attendance in the Visitor Book as well as collecting and paying over their visitor fees. ALL visitors must pay a fee of £5 per visit (Juniors pay £1) and visitors are allowed up to a maximum of six visits per tennis year. If they decide to join the club, their visitor fees will be refunded so please ensure that anyone who is thinking of joining DOES pay their visitor fees. That has clearly not been happening over the last 18 months or so but we need to get back to operating that system fairly, or we risk having to stop visitors from playing at our club.

Our financial year-end of 30 September is rapidly approaching.  If you are holding any money – visitor fees, floodlight income, match fees etc – please pay that over to the treasurer or directly into our bank account as soon as possible.

Court priorities

Some question have arisen about priorities for using the courts.  We have long had a set of principles by which that is determined.  Following a few additional thoughts prompted by real-life situations, these have been tweaked and will be sent out in the next few days for your information.   It is increasingly important for members to book the courts they want to use.  And it is vital that league matches, tennis events and coaching slots are also booked so there is clarity about what court space is available at any given time.  Court booking is also hosted by ClubSpark and here is a link to that:  https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OldWilsoniansLawnTennisClub
You’ll just need to use your log in and password for ClubSpark, the same one as you use when renewing your membership each year.
Social Events & AGM
Please note your diaries so you can come to the social events planned over the coming months:
· Friday 11 October – Quiz Night

· Friday 15th November – Wine tasting Fun Quiz Night (tickets will become available from 1 September but please indicate sooner if you wish as this was sold out quickly last year)
And finally please ensure you come to our Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 12 November – this is your club and you need to tell the Management Committee what you do and don’t want from them over the next 12 months.

Now, get outdoors and enjoy the sunshine and get playing some tennis!

NIGEL JORDAN

CHAIRMAN – OWLTC
nigel@nigeljordan.com
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